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SUBJECT: STUDENT INVOLVEMENT IN THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN 

SUMMARY. THAI ACTIVIST STUDENTS CONTINUE TO SHOW INABILITY 
TO ORGANIZAE EITHER STUDENT OR PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR ISSUES 
THEY RAISE, AND WILL PROBABLY PLAY A RELATIVELY UNIMPORTANT 
ROLE IN THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN. HOWEVER, THEY CAN BE 
EXPECTED TO CONTINUE TO TRY TO POPULARIZE LEFTIST ISSUES. 

AND THE POSSIBILITY REMAINS THAT THEY HAY ULTIMATELY FIND 
AN ISSUE WITH WIDE PUBLIC APPEAL. END SUMMARY. 

1 . THAI STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS WILL PROBABLY PLAY A MUCH 
LESS PROMINENT ROLE IN THE CURRENT ELECTION CAMPAIGN THAN 
THEY DID IN THE ELECTION OF JANUARY 1975. WHILE IT IS 
DIFFICULT TO ASSESS JUST HOW HUCH INFLUENCE THEY WILL HAVE, 
THEY CONTINUE TO SHOW THAT THEY LACK BOTH ORGANIZATION AND 
MANPOWER, AND APPARENTLY HAVE LITTLE SUPPORT FROM EITHER 
THE MAJORITY OF UNIVERSITY AND VOCATIONAL STUDENTS OR 

THE GENERAL PUBLIC. 

2. RECENT EFFORTS BY STUDE T ACTIVISTS TO GRAB HEADLINES 
AND PROMOTE PET ISSUES HAVE DONE POORLY, AND THEY RARELY 
RECEIVE THE KIND OF PRESS COVERAGE AND PUBLIC ATTENTION 
THEY DID A YEAR AGO. DURING THE RECENT GENERAL STRIKE 
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SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE NATIONAL STUDENT CENTER OF 
THAILAND (NSCT), ANNOUNCED HIS ORGANIZATION'S SUPPORT 
FOR THE STRIKE AND CLAIMED THE NSCT WOULD STAGE THE 
BIGGEST RALLY EVER 
ORGANIZED BY STUDENTS IN THAILAND. 

ACCORDING TT THE BANGKOK WORLD OF JANUARY 5, THE 
NSCT CLAIMED IT WOULD ATTRACT A CROWD OF 200,000 TO THE 
RALLY, BUT IT PROVED ITSELF UNEQUAL TO THE TASK. A 
MEETING CALLED BY KRIANGKAMON TO PLAN THE RALLY WAS 
CANCELLED WHEN ONLY A FEW OFFICERS OF THE NSCT SHOWED 
UP. BUT THE NSCT INSISTED THA THE RALLY WOULD COME OFF. 
THE CROWD THAT SHOWED UP ON JANUARY 6 FOR THE RALLY 
WAS GENEROUSLY ESTIMATED AT ABOUT 4,000, MANY OF WHOM 
WERE MERELY CURIOUS PASSERS-BY. THE PRESS PAID RELA- 
TIVELY LITTLE ATTENTION TO THE STUDENTS THROUGHOUT THE 
GENERAL STRIKE. 

3. IN SPITE OF ITS PROBLEMS, HOWEVER, THE NSCT AND ITS 
LEFTIST ALLIES RETAIN SOME POTENTIAL FOR EXERTING POLITI- 
CAL PRESSURE ON THE MODERATE PARTIES, AND THEY CAN BE 
EXPECTED TO TRY TO DO SO. WHILE THEY HAVE CONTINUED 
TO SHOW ONLY LIMITED ABILITY TO RAISE IMPORTANT ISSUES 
OR TO MAKE A SUSTAINED EFFORT TO KEEP AN ISSUE ALIVE 
ONCE IT IS RAISED, THE STIMULUS OF THE POLITICAL CAMPAIGN 
MAY RESULT IN A GREATER EFFORT TO PUBLICIZE LEFTIST 
POPULAR ISSUES CONCERNING FOREIGN INVESTMENT AND THE 
RESIDUAL U.S. TROOP PRESENCE. THERE REMAINS THE POSSI- 
BILITY THAT STUDENT ACTIVISTS MAY BE ABLE TO SEIZE UPON 
AN ISSUE WITH WIDE PUBLIC APPEAL (SO FAR UNIDENTI- 
FIED), AND THUS PLAY A LARGER PART IN THE CAMPAIGN. 
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